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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR  

Our Esteemed Reader, as we await to go to the polls this August, let us remember to uphold peace in our 

beautiful country Zambia. Acts of violence are punishable by law and no one should go to prison because 

of such acts. Remember a saying by Malcolm X “You can’t separate peace from freedom because no one 

can be at peace unless he has his freedom”.  

During the second quarter of 2021, JCTR under the faith and Justice Programme conducted formation 

workshops aimed at increasing knowledge among young people about the significance of Economic Social 

and Cultural Rights and the need for them to be enshrined in the Bill of Rights. 

To prove its relevance in governance issues vis a viz electoral processes prior to August 2021 General 

Elections, JCTR in partnership with Action Aid Zambia, conducted voter education for the media in 

Livingstone and Kitwe in order to remind them of their mandate in informing, educating and entertaining 

the masses. Key to note is the promotion of active citizen participation among men, women and the 

youths in the electoral processes before, during and after elections. 

Tackling the debt crisis has remained a key motivation for the Centre. Zambia’s debt crisis presents 

challenges for the most marginalised sections of society manifesting through exchange rate pressures 

which consequently impacts on the cost of living and the cost of doing business. The programme also 

continued to collaborate with the Civil Society Debt Alliance to participate in television, radio and online 

events such as webinars to highlight the amount and impact of debt especially in the light of the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

 

We hope you are going to find the information provided in this newsletter very helpful. We wish you 

happy reading and we thank you for your continued support and partnership. 

 

 

 

 

Annette Mulenga  

Media and Information Officer                                   

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Faith and Justice Programme 

The need for economic social and cultural rights 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(ESCR) are the freedoms, privileges and 

entitlements that individuals and 

communities require to live a life of dignity. 

To increase the knowledge among young 

people about the significance of ESCR and 

the need for it to be enshrined in the Bill of 

Rights, formation workshops were conducted 

in Kitwe, Kasama, Mongu and Livingstone. 

The workshops aimed at increasing the 

demand for improved access to ESCR among 

the youth in the areas of health, education and 

water and sanitation. The Jesuit Centre for 

Theological Reflection (JCTR) believes that 

these rights are fundamentals to living a 

dignified life among the Zambian citizens in 

rural and urban areas. 

A call for peaceful elections 

In a bid to contribute to electoral processes 

prior to the August 2021 General Elections, 

JCTR in partnership with Action Aid 

Zambia, conducted voter education for the 

media in Livingstone and Kitwe in order to 

remind them of their mandate in informing, 

educating and entertaining the masses. 

During the electoral process, the media has a 

vital role to play in ensuring professional 

reporting without biasness and educating the 

masses for them to make informed decisions 

as they exercise their civic right of voting. 

Furthermore, JCTR organised and 

implemented TV programs on voter 

education aimed at promoting active citizen 

participation in the electoral processes 

before, during and after elections.  Youths 

and women were encouraged to take keen 

interest in the processes so as to make 

informed decisions.  

Figure 1: Meeting with media personnel in Kitwe 

  

Being an election year, JCTR understands the 

importance of peace for a country like 

Zambia. To contribute to a violent free 

political environment that allows Zambian 

citizens to vote and co- exist in the pre and 

post 2021 elections, the JCTR spearheaded a 

meeting in which political parties from 

Patriotic Front, United Party for National 

Development, Socialist Party, People’s 

Alliance for Change and the Democratic 

Party signed a peace accord denouncing 

political violence in Kitwe. Election 

observers from the European Union, Ivaylo 

Pentchev and Marketa Nekvindova also 

witnessed the ceremony.



 

 
 

 
Figure 2: Political party representatives after the signing ceremony 

  

Social and Economic Development 

programme 

During the course of the second quarter of 

2021, the Social and Economic Development 

Programme carried out a number of activities 

in working towards a faith that does justice. 

Key highlights are outlined below.  

Zambia’s Debt situation 

In a bid to strengthen evidence-based 

advocacy, a debt audit was commissioned in 

May 2021 to establish linkages between legal 

reforms such as Loans & Guarantees Act, 

Planning and Budgeting Act and Public 

Finance Management Act in light of the 

launched 2020 Economic Recovery 

Programme (ERP). This is with support from 

the European Network on Debt and 

Development (EURODAD). Once finalised, 

the audit intends to provide timely policy 

recommendations on the management of 

Zambia’s debt especially in the light of the 

fast-approaching 1st principal Eurobond 

payment amounting to US$750 million 

maturing in 2022. Zambia’s debt crisis 

presents challenges for the most marginalised 

sections of society manifesting through 

exchange rate pressures which consequently 

impacts on the cost of living and the cost of 

doing business.  Tackling the debt crisis has 

therefore remained a key motivation for the 

Centre.  

The programme also continued to collaborate 

with the Civil Society Debt Alliance to 

participate in television, radio and online 

events such as webinars to highlight the 

amount and impact of debt especially in the 

light of the COVID-19 pandemic. These 

events additionally focussed on advocating 

for the prioritisation of social sector spending 

as well as discussing avenues for 

strengthening the nation’s domestic resource 

mobilization. A total of four (4) radio 

programmes were held on 5 FM, Millennium 

and ZNBC radio stations.  

Figure 3: JCTR staff, Ms Muchimba Siamachoka (right) with 

CTPD senior Researcher-Dr. Gabriel Pollen during a radio 

program 

(Streamed live on 

https://www.facebook.com/5fmZambia/videos/32632

7495749458) 

National Budget process and submissions  

With support from Norwegian Church Aid 

and Save the Children, the Centre responded 

to a call that was made by the Ministry of 

https://www.facebook.com/5fmZambia/videos/326327495749458
https://www.facebook.com/5fmZambia/videos/326327495749458


 

 
 

Finance for the submission of proposals on 

Tax and Non-tax measures to be included in 

the 2022 National budget. For the past 3 

decades, the Centre has been on a journey to 

fight inequality and successfully created 

platforms for citizens to participate in the 

national budget process. Community 

members from selected areas in Kalumbila, 

Lufwanyama, Kitwe, Livingstone and 

Solwezi made submissions that were 

consolidated, submitted and presented to the  

Ministry of Finance. Figure four (4) below is 

an image of community members drafting 

their budget submission for inclusion or 

consideration in the national budget 

Figure 4: Community members making suggestions on the 

national budget    

In its continued quest to promote good 

nutrition and with support from Irish Aid, 

JCTR through the Social and Economic 

Development programme continued to 

contribute towards improved nutrition 

outcomes. The Centre joined the rest of the 

world in commemorating world milk day on 

1st June 2021. JCTR has been tracking the 

price of milk since 2019. This key 

international day therefore served as window 

of opportunity to raise awareness on pertinent 

issues related to milk. 

Promotion of good nutrition 

JCTR went an extra mile and held one 

Television (TV) program on Diamond TV 

featuring the National Food and Nutrition 

Commission. Additionally, JCTR 

participated in the donation of milk to the 

Cancer hospital and SOS children’s village 

Lusaka led by the Dairy Association of 

Zambia. 

Figure 5: JCTR staff (r) with NFNC Senior Nutritionist (c) on a TV 

program on         

 

 

Figure 6: Distribution of milk at the cancer hospital World Milk day   

 

 



 

 
 

Participation of citizens in national development 

and child’s rights sensitization 

The programme with support from 

Diakonia also facilitated and supported 

Chavuma Town Council in orienting the 

Sanjongo Ward Development Committee 

(WDC). This was in a bid to support the 

operationalisation of this key local 

development structure towards 

strengthening social accountability. JCTR 

facilitated the formation of this WDC in 

2020 following a four year absence due to 

local authority resource constraints.   

The programme also recorded some success 

stories. Of particular interest is the story of 

Lufwanyama based child, Fortune. Fortune 

first became involved with JCTR in 2018 

when he was in Grade 10. He knew little 

about children’s rights and had no idea about 

child participation. Through his attendance in 

the project meetings and activities, Fortune is 

now knowledgeable about his rights as a 

child and knows them by heart. He narrates 

“After being part of JCTR, I have come to 

know who I am and what my rights are as a 

child and I now have the ability to stand up 

for my rights and speak whenever I see the 

rights of a child being violated”. Fortune is 

now among the children of Lufwanyama able 

to stand up for children's rights and advocate 

for their voice to be heard in his 

community. He has since participated in two 

school board meetings where he represented 

his fellow children on some of their concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Fortune (in uniform) with JCTR Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer Gibson Chilyobwe (l) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

LINKS TO MEDIA RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

https://web.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=4076203902465281&ref=watch_permalink 

https://web.facebook.com/johnkunda.sauti/videos/2118202131654288 

https://web.facebook.com/johnkunda.sauti/videos/2117306171743884/ 

https://web.facebook.com/johnkunda.sauti/videos/2116713341803167 

https://web.facebook.com/JCTRZM/videos/961944544598121/ 

https://web.facebook.com/273812309715103/videos/1134498973720304/ 

https://web.facebook.com/JCTRZM/videos/1238101566656077 

https://web.facebook.com/273812309715103/videos/1224309201424925 

https://web.facebook.com/5fmZambia/videos/326327495749458 

https://web.facebook.com/JCTRZM/videos/159072739592783 

https://web.facebook.com/273812309715103/videos/2945421542401870 

https://web.facebook.com/273812309715103/videos/861712247756687 

https://web.facebook.com/273812309715103/videos/582084549435276 

https://web.facebook.com/273812309715103/videos/292245965756594 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection (JCTR). Cell: +260954755319. Email: 

media.infiormation@jctr.org.zm or jctr.info@gmail.com. Martin Mwamba Road, Plot 3813 

Martin Mwamba Road, Olympia Park – Lusaka. P. O. Box 37774 Lusaka – Zambia 
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