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The Moderator, 

 Church Leaders present,  

Government Officials,  

Political Party leaders 

Civil Society Representatives 

Representatives of Student Bodies 

Members of the Press 

Distinguished invited guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

We at the Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection (JCTR) are delighted to welcome 

you to participate and share in the 2018 Ecumenical Theological Day. Today’s 

conference touches the core function of the mission of the JCTR, which is to bring 

offer a theological reflection to the socio - economic reality of our country. Thank you 

for coming. Your presence serves to remind us all just how important this day is. 

 

The theme of our discussion is today is ‘ACHIEVING UNITY OF PURPOSE 

THROUGH DIALOGUE’. It reminds us of the role that the JCTR and all of us 



  

 

gathered here must take to end the ethnic and regional divisions, socio-economic and 

political divisions that have become apparent in our country. We are challenged to 

be open to each other’s ideas and endeavour to co-exist regardless of our religious and 

political affiliations. 

 

With discussions spanning around the issue of dialogue, it is imperative that Zambians 

participate in actions that will help to bring the country back to a point where human 

rights are respected and all people in Zambia are treated equally. The use of force and 

intimidation are not the solution to Zambia’s numerous problems.  The solution is 

sincere and open dialogue. It is the JCTR’s hope that genuine, sincere and inclusive 

dialogue aimed at national reconciliation will be sought by all stakeholders as a long-

term solution.  

 

On behalf of the JCTR, it is our pleasure to see so many of you gathered here. Let us 

allow ourselves to be challenged, inspired and reconciled as we attempt to denounce 

the differences that have characterised our country in the recent past. 

 

I thank you all and may God bless the discussion today! 

 

 

 


