MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR
Our Esteemed Reader, as we continue to celebrate the resurrection of our lord Jesus Christ during
this Easter period, it is our prayer and hope that your journey be filled with so much joy and hope
for a better future. “Rejoice always, and again I say rejoice” Philippians 4:4.
During the first quarter of 2021, JCTR undertook a study on budgetary allocations to enhance
children’s rights to provide an in-depth understanding on issues relating to financing towards
children’s rights. Stakeholder’s and partner’s meetings were held with the aim of getting
information from the Office of the Commissioner of Children (OCC).
Zambia’s debt has risen to US$18.5 Billion with external debt standing at US$12.74 Billion.
Zambia’s current US$18.5 billion Public Debt has trapped the country into a vicious debt cycle
making the country constrained economically, financially and socially. The country’s economic
and fiscal fitness are seriously constrained, making it difficult to adequately fund the social
delivery services, thereby worsening the living standards and conditions of ordinary citizens,
especially the poor, the marginalized and the vulnerable.
As one of the major highlights for the quarter, it is important to mention that the cost of living in
Zambia has continued to rise with the current one standing above eight thousand six hundred for
an average family of five.
We hope you are going to find the information provided in this newsletter very helpful. We wish
you happy reading and we thank you for your continued support and partnership.

Annette Mulenga
Media and Information Officer

JCTR HIGHLIGHTS OF QUARTER ONE
2021
In the first quarter of 2021, the Jesuit centre
for Theological Reflections (JCTR) through
the two main programmes - the Social and
Economic Development Programme and the
Faith and Justice Programme carried out a
number of activities. The Centre continued to
engage both nationally and internationally
with various stakeholders towards a just
Zambian society guided by faith where
everyone enjoys the fullness of life. Key
highlights of the first quarter of 2021 are
outlined as follows;
STUDY
ON
BUDGETARY
ALLOCATIONS
TO
ENHANCE
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
In a bid to enhance the realisation of the
rights of children in Zambia and with support
from Save the Children International (SCI),
the Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection
(JCTR) is largely engaged in promoting child
safety through creating a conflict and abuse
free environment by promoting human rights
for children, whilst upholding social
morality. A study on budgetary allocations to
enhance children’s rights to provide an indepth understanding on issues relating to
financing towards children’s rights was
undertaken.

Stakeholder’s meeting on budgetary allocation to children

Findings of the study indicated that funding
towards child sensitive sectors was very
erratic with hardly any funding to child
programs like Paediatric and HIV Program in
2016 and this program has not been funded
ever since. On a positive note, an increase
was noted in malnutrition management
program which stood at K240,000.00 in 2016
and rose to K7,600,000.00 in 2018. This
largely contributed to the integrated approach
aimed at reducing stunted growth in children
under the age of five which stood at 35%
2018 from 40% in 2014.
In a quest to establish facts concerning
specific funding to child sensitive programs,
JCTR held a partner’s and stakeholder’s
meeting with the aim of getting information
from the Office of the Commissioner of
Children. The Office of the Commissioner of
Children (OCC) was established in 2009
under the Human Rights Commission with
the mandate of promoting and monitoring
children’s rights with a particular focus of
vulnerable children in Zambia. It is worth
noting that human right institutions such as
the OCC can only be effective with their
mandate if adequate funds are allocated to
them.
The survival, development and protection of
children squarely hangs on effective laws,
policies and programs that respect promote
and protect their fundamental human rights
and freedoms. It raises concerns as to whether
the Zambian national budget adequately
caters for the needs of children. Many Civil
Society Organisations and governments
across the globe have joined hands to ensure
all fundamental human rights and freedoms

of children are promoted, protected and
respected at all times.

the most affected by the recent economic
downturns.

THE DEBT BURDEN IN ZAMBIA

The Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection
(JCTR) through the CAFOD supported debt
project engaged in a study research on
understanding Zambia’s debt and its social
impact. To this effect, the institute mobilized
like-minded organizations to share the
findings and to jointly and strategically map
campaign strategies. One key issue was the
collecting of signature campaigns to bring on
board the general citizenry on the debt
discourse demanding debt cancellation from
the creditors and effective debt management
from the government.

An illustration of debt burden

Zambia benefitted from the Heavily Indebted
Poor Countries (HIPC) and Multilateral Debt
Relief (MDR) initiatives in 2005. Zambia’s
debt
significantly
reduced
from
US$7.2billion to US$2.5billion as a result of
the application of these two debt relief
initiatives. However, Zambia’s debt has risen
to US$18.5 Billion with external debt
standing at US$11.97 Billion. Zambia’s
current US$18.5 billion Public Debt has
trapped the country into a vicious debt cycle
making
the
country
constrained
economically, financially and socially.
The country’s economic and fiscal fitness are
seriously constrained, making it difficult to
adequately fund the social delivery services,
thereby worsening the living standards and
conditions of ordinary citizens, especially the
poor, the marginalized and the vulnerable.
The country is at risk of not meeting both the
National Vision 2030 and the Sustainable
Development Goals, primarily because of the
national debt situation. Amidst Covid-19, the
economy of the country has shrunk and the
poor, the vulnerable and the marginalized are

The idea of unifying the voices of the
ordinary citizens in demanding for debt
cancellation and/or relief is to combat the
negative social impact on their living
standards and conditions. This is because the
negative impact of Zambia’s indebtedness on
social development and the economic
performance as witnessed with the weakened
fiscal
fitness
and
microeconomic
fundamentals is mainly affecting the ordinary
citizens, especially the poor, the vulnerable
and the marginalized. In order for the
signature campaign to have momentum,
sensitization through radio programmes were
organized in Monze Diocese and Kabwe
Diocese respectively.
JCTR ran a signature campaign for
cancellation of debt to G20. This is in view of
persuading the G20 countries to offer debt
relief that will release resources towards the
fight against Covid-19. The target
group/participants for this campaign are the
leadership of the parishes from each Diocese
and citizens in the 11 Dioceses in Zambia.

There is need to urge G20 representative
countries in Zambia to support Zambian
Government’s call on the private creditors to
act now on granting either debt cancellation
or relief to Zambia so that the government
can have sufficient resources for social
services delivery like education, health, water
and sanitation and for fighting Covid-19 and
its impact on social development in Zambia.

The centre continues to engage both
nationally and internationally with various
stakeholders with a strong focus on debt,
Illicit Financial Flows (IFF), tax as well as
fiscal policies. Notably, JCTR took part in an
engagement based not only the many forms
of violence and economic challenges that are
affecting women. It integrated an aspect of
climate justice, to analyse the hurdles faced
by women as a result of climate change. Key
to this engagement with international
partners like Eurodad among others was,
raising awareness about the issues by
weaving a “tapestry” of intergenerational
women’s voices to stimulate conversations,
exchange of analyses, inspire and foster

collaboration beyond the Commission on the
Status of Women, among woman activists,
grassroots leaders, women parliamentarians
and other policy makers, gender champions
and women’s rights advocate.
NATIONAL SUMMIT ON SOCIAL
CONDITIONS AMIDST COVID 19
The programme with the support from Irish
Aid held a national summit on the living
conditions of the Zambian people under the
theme deteriorating social conditions amidst
Covid-19; Is there hope for the future? The
convening of influential key stakeholders
was key in building consensus around key
challenges being faced and recommendations
to help improve the living conditions of
Zambians. A key aspect of the summit was
the provision of a platform for the
community’s voice in illustrating the impact
of Covid-19 on household livelihoods. The
summit was attended by key Civil Society
Organisations, trade union representatives,
academia, government representatives,
media and members of the public.
The summit brought together over a 100
people via different platforms. We estimate
that more numbers were reached given that
the summit proceedings continue to be
accessed on the various platforms.
SUMMIT
MESSAGES

KEY

ADVOCACY

1. The last LCMS was conducted in
2015. A lot has changed since then.
More so, the advent of COVID-19 has
further exacerbated the plight of the
poor. We recommend the need for an
urgent LCMS to be conducted to
ensure evidence-based development
planning going forward.

2. The nation needs to prioritise job
creation with a focus on sectors such
as agriculture and manufacturing for
example that have the potential to
absorb a significant portion of the
labour force.
3. The Government needs to also
prioritise
the
exploration
of
improving the quality of jobs in the
informal sector. The informal sector
is a source of employment for many
and therefore needs to be harnessed in
the job creation agenda. All work is
noble.
4. We recommend the utilisation of a
living wage (informed by the cost of
living) as opposed to a minimum
wage. There is also need to ensure
timely revision of the current
minimum wage to align to existing
context.
5. The nation needs to restore fiscal and
debt sustainability in order to free up
the fiscal space for investment in
poverty reducing and development
enhancing endeavours.
6. Both
the
empowerment
and
behaviour change pathways need to
continue being utilised to enhance
nutrition outcomes. Thus
-

More empowerment efforts need
to be channelled to women as
research has established the
effectiveness
of
women
empowerment
programs
in
enhancing nutrition outcomes

-

More behaviour change focused
programmes behavior change
remains a key strategy in
enhancing nutrition outcomes.

7. In view of COVID-19 and debt
challenges, there is need to ring fence
poverty reduction funding in order to
ensure sustained progress in the
poverty eradication agenda in line
with SDG on zero poverty and Vision
2030’s goal to reduce national
poverty headcount to less than 20% of
the population.

Below is the link to the event
https://www.facebook.com/Mwebantu/video
s/237782477996768

LAUNCH OF RURAL BNNB
JCTR is widely known for producing the
monthly Basic Needs and Nutrition Basket
(BNNB). With the continued support from
Irish Aid, JCTR successfully launched the
Rural Basic Needs and Nutrition Basket
(RBNNB) in Magoye (Mazabuka) and
Hamududu (Kabwe). The commencement of
the RBNNB is aimed at aiding and enhancing
the Centre’s advocacy for better standards of
living for the poor and the marginalized in the
rural areas. This objective is to bridge the gap
between the recommended and prevailing
food intake in selected rural areas of Zambia
by highlighting the prevailing access to social
services as well as costs of essential but nonfood items. Development interventions have
remained skewed towards the urban areas
further exacerbating the plight of Zambia’s
rural dwellers.

VOTER EDUCATION FOR VALUE
TRANSFORMATION IN RURAL AND
URBAN AREAS

JCTR launching the Rural BNNB

BUDGET SURVEYS
At the international level, with partners like
the European Network on Debt and
Development (Eurodad) and the International
Budget Partnership (IBP), JCTR through the
Social
and
Economic
Development
Programme took part in two key international
online events in commemoration of the 2021
international women’s day. The first was on
why debt justice matters to women and the
other focused on women in public finance.
Both events aimed to contribute towards the
attainment of SDG 5 by highlighting the
hurdles women face and providing a platform
for their voices to be heard and advocacy
messages disseminated. The Programme
also participated in two key Open Budget
Survey (OBS) activities. The OBS is
conducted under the auspices of the IBP. The
first activity was the Covid module aimed at
providing a rapid assessment of the
transparency and inclusiveness of Covidrelated emergency fiscal policy packages.
The second was commencement of work on
the biennial OBS 2021; the OBS aims to
promote public access to budget information
and the adoption of accountable budget
systems.

Under this partner, JCTR held radio and TV
programmes on rights to freedom of
conscience, expression, association and
assembly and peaceful campaigns among
citizens and political party leaders. The target
groups were citizens, political party leaders,
church leaders and the youths. JCTR
organised TV programmes on rights to
freedom
of
conscience,
expression,
association and assembly and peaceful
campaigns among citizens and political party
leaders. This was to sensitise political
leaders, church leaders and the general
citizenry to accept the culture of divergence
and co-existence amidst differences. This
was also to bring value to the way elections
are done.

The Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection
(JCTR) through the AAZ supported Voter
Education for Value Transformation Project
has engaged in sensitizing the communities
and the political leaders on the need for
peaceful political engagement in the run up to
the 12th August 2021 General Elections.
ECONOMIC,
SOCIAL
AND
CULTURAL RIGHTS IN ZAMBIA

with service providers in Kasama, Kitwe,
Livingstone and Mongu on the need to
address identified challenges in the area of
water and sanitation, health and education
were held at the beginning of the year to
ensure that identified gaps in community
projects are included on the project schedule
for development. JCTR educated community
members to participate in budget submissions
at local level through Area and Ward
Development Committees.

Under Misean CARA, JCTR embarked on a
promotion of access to Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ESCR) in marginalized
areas of Zambia with a focus on education,
health and water and sanitation. JCTR is of
the view that ESCR are human rights relating
to many aspects of our daily lives including
the workplace, social security, family life,
participation in culture life and access to
housing, food, water and sanitation, health
care and education. Community meetings
JCTR’S
BASIC
NEEDS
AND
NUTRITION BASKET CLOSES THE
QUARTER AT K8, 644.50
The cost of living for a family of five as
measured by the Jesuit Centre for
Theological Reflection (JCTR) Basic Needs
and Nutrition Basket (BNNB) for Lusaka in
the month of March increased to K8, 644.50
from K8, 512.31 in February. This shows an
increase of K132.19. The rise in the basket is
mainly attributed to increase in the prices of
both food and non-food items. From the basic

This is done so as to ensure local and national
budgets are reflective and responsible to
citizen’s needs. The Centre has continued to
implement trainings for community members
on how to engage with the local and national
budget processes and in the process making
communities more knowledgeable on how to
make successful budget submissions.
Trainings have been conducted in districts
including
Livingstone
(Simoonga
Community),
Mongu
(Kapulanga
Community), Kitwe (Chamboli) and Kasama
(Chishipula Community Community) with
the hope of attracting Constituency Develop
Funds (CDF) for project development
food items, the price of onion increased by
K70.66 from K70.75 to K141.41 for 4kg,
40kg of vegetables increased by K47.41 from
K444.31 to K491.72. From the non-food but
essential items, the price of charcoal
increased by K114 from K558 to K672.
There was a K14 increase in the price of 2kg
beef from K130 to K144, cassava moved
from K79.87 to K91.96 an increase of
K12.09 for 6kg, the price of cooking oil has
further increased to K164.26 from K153.77
for 3.6 litres.

On the other hand the basket recorded some
notable price reductions. 2kg of soya pieces
reduced by K83.15 moving from K179.50to
K96.35, the price of 3Kg beans moved from
K186.14 toK108.77, a decline of K77.37,
kapenta moved from K278.28 to K256.11 a
reduction of K22.17, for a kg, the price of 4kg
of tomatoes reduced by K12.97 moving from
K73.21 to K60.24, pounded groundnuts
moved from K53.86 to K41.09 a reduction of
12.77 for 1kg and the price of bananas moved
from K240.53 to K230.08 showing a K10.47
reduction.
Notable price increases and reductions in
some BNNB items was on the basis of key
contextual issues. Firstly, year on year
inflation as measured by the Zambia
Statistics Agency has been on a rise
throughout the first quarter of 2021. It stands
at 22.8% for March increasing from 22.2% in
February 2021.Annual food inflation in
particular, for March 2021 was recorded at
27.8%. Secondly, as the rain and planting
season is coming to a close, certain food
items are showing price reductions. For
example, food items such as tomatoes which
do not grow well in the rain season are
showing a price decline. Beans and
groundnuts are other examples that have
become available on the market pushing the
prices downwards. Essential non-food items
like charcoal on the other hand experience
restricted supply in the rain season which
tends to push the price upwards. Thirdly, one
key development noted in the month of
March was the effect of the onion and Irish
potatoes importation ban. While well
intended, the ban has had ramifications that
could have been avoided as local producers
were unable to meet the demand of
specifically onion. This led to a 100%
increase in the price of onion. However, the
effect of the ban was not the same for

potatoes as the commodity may not be as
widely consumed by households.

JCTR does note that the aim of importation
bans anchors on a commendable intervention
of protecting local businesses in order to
encourage local production as well as support
local farmers. JCTR however, urges
Government that such interventions require
detailed consideration and all fall outs
anticipated with safeguards put in place to
ensure local demand can still be met. While
local farmers do demand for importation bans
on the basis that foreign imports make their
produce go to waste, evidently, we do not
produce enough of particular commodities to
meet local demand. It was for this reason that
Government had to lift the ban on the
importation of onion and allow 100000
tonnes of onions to be imported under
emergency.
Further JCTR urges that
sustainable solutions be sought that maintain
prices of basic essential items within the
capacity of many ordinary households. These
include measures to keep the cost of
production low and those that ensure constant
supply and availability of basic essential
items. The continued rise in the cost of living
continues to compound challenges to
households’ access to basic needs thus

negatively affecting families’ abilities to live
dignified lives. More so given that
considerable price increases such as is the
case for onion, further erodes individual and
household incomes. It therefore remains
imperative that any adopted interventions
protect the availability and affordability of
key consumption items at the household level
to promote human dignity.
A quick summary for the other fifteen towns
is as follows:
In Mansa the March basket stood at
K4960.43 from K4886.58 in February, a
K73.85 increase. For Kasama, the basket
stood at K4276.64 from K4140.66 an
increase of K135.98. Looking at Kitwe, the
March basket stood at K6675.64 from
K6605.92, the Ndola basket stood at
K6367.38 from K6274.28 an increase of
K93.1. In Luanshya, the basket stood at

K5774.22 from K5470.09 an increase of
K304.13 while in Solwezi, the basket stood
at K6660.49 moving from K6341.32 an
increase of K319.17. Moving to Mpika, the
March basket stood at K4759.55 from
K4757.55 an increase of a K2. Chipata, as we
came to the end of the mango season, the
basket increased by K402.32 moving from
K4692.96 to K5095.28 whereas Mongu the
basket moved to K4944.42 from K4738.68
an increase of K205.74. For Kabwe, the
basket moved from K6853.91 to K7033 and
Mazabuka stood at K5953.66 moving from
K5759.64 recording K194.02 increase in the
basket. Lastly but not the least, The March
BNNB for Livingstone stood at K6289.23
from K6017.43 an increase of K181.8
On a brighter note for Choma and Monze, the
basket stood at K5499.5 from K5594.66 a
decline of K95 and K4933.42 from K5430.74
a decline of K497.32 respectively

Below are links to some of the Radio and TV programs

TV programs
https://www.facebook.com/273812309715103/videos/292245965756594
https://www.facebook.com/LoyolaTV/videos/445472573191607
https://www.facebook.com/LoyolaTV/videos/455413565662403

Radio programs
https://www.facebook.com/JCTRZM/videos/345102776743793
https://www.facebook.com/JCTRZM/videos/295984101865572
https://www.facebook.com/JCTRZM/videos/1642397452613661
https://www.facebook.com/JCTRZM/videos/1178221282597264
https://www.facebook.com/273812309715103/videos/258096829054768
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